
 

 

long‐term basis. It is also difficult as people become  
ac vely engaged in the life of the parish and then, sadly  
have to leave. This means that our Parish Staff is  
constantly looking for new people to engage to keep our 
parish vibrant.  
 
Sophia, and her boyfriend Trevor, took me out to lunch 
last week to say goodbye. It was a bi er‐ sweet moment. 
Sophia is moving back to Minnesota to live with her folks, 
and Trevor will be moving to Boston this summer to get 
his degree from Harvard’s School of Business.  
 
I met Sophia and Trevor three years ago when they, and 
two of their friends, moved into to the Old Town Park 
Towers right behind St. Joseph Church. Sophia’s  
apartment actually looked right down on the back of  
St. Joseph’s Church. I o en kidded her that there was no 
reason for her and her possie of friends to be late for 
Mass on Sunday.  
 
At lunch Sophia said, “I’m all packed, and I leave  
tomorrow. Trevor is going to drive the truck. We got  
movers to load the truck for us. 
 
One of the hardest things about moving is having to leave 
the parish. We really liked it here. We liked going to 
church. We got a lot out of the Mass, especially the music 
and the homilies. We are going to miss it. Our me here 
was very rewarding. We just want to thank you for  
everything.” 
 
The last thing Sophia did before taking‐off to Minnesota 
on Saturday, was text me a picture from her apartment 
window. She gave a nice thumbs‐up to St. Joseph’s on her 
way out. 
 
Saying goodbye is never easy. It’s even harder when our 
lives have been woven together and good friendships 
have been formed.  
 
One of the ways that I know that we are “doing ‘parish’ 
right” is when it is hard for people to leave our faith  
community. It is good to know that in just a short me  
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What is unique about our parish is that we have about 
100 parishioners who come into to our parish and about 
another 100 parishioners who leave our parish every 
year. Some folks are only with us for a short me, maybe 
for just a few years, before they get relocated because of 
school, or work, or an opportunity to purchase a new 
home out in the suburbs. Unlike other Catholic parishes, 
ours is a very transi onal one.  
 
Good people are here now, and then they are gone. This 
is especially true of our young adult popula on.  
 
Our “Family of Families” is constantly changing. As you 
can imagine, this presents several challenges when it 
comes to ministering to our parish’s spiritual needs on a  
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Sign up for eGiving 
 
eGiving is a secure and convenient way of  
giving to  Immaculate Concep on and St. Joseph 
parish.  It is eco‐friendly and cost‐saving. Just click 
HERE and to make your one‐ me, weekly, or 
monthly dona on. 
 
To all our faithful parishioners who give their me, 
talent and treasure– thank you for your generosity! 

that we became a spiritual home for someone. In some 
way we made a spiritual impact that allowed them to 
come closer to Jesus. 
 
Because our parish family is constantly evolving, I  
become more and more mindful and grateful for those 
who are here today in the pews. I realize that our me 
together in life is limited and precious because of the  
various paths that come our way.  
 
Knowing that we may not always be together, calls us to 
be even more inten onal to make the best of what God 
has given us. Let us appreciate the people that God puts 
into our life, and enjoy the journey of faith we take  
together, today. 
 

IT'S A GIRL! 
 
Thank you to all who were able to donate to Burundi  
Refugee Family Baby Shower. Your generosity has been 
absolutely fabulous!  Our parish has been able to provide 
some well‐needed supplies for Baby Arakaza.   
 
The Burundi family, that is composed of mom and dad, a 
13 year old boy in a wheelchair, and a 2‐year‐old girl, will 
be joining us this Sunday at our 11:00 a.m. Mass. The  
baby shower will take place right a er the Mass. This will 
be a great opportunity to meet and welcome our refugee 
family, and to listen to their incredible story. 
 
Thank you for being so good to them!  
 

MAKING RADICAL  
HOSPITALITY HAPPEN 

 
Jesus said to his disciples, 

“As the Father loves me, so I also love you. 
Remain in my love. 

If you keep my commandments, 
you will remain in my love, 

just as I kept my Father’s commandments, 
and remain in his love. 

This is my commandment: 
love one another as I love you. 

 
At all of our Masses this weekend, our homilies will focus 
on the importance of offering hospitality, welcome and a 
sense of belonging to all. This invita on echoes Jesus’  

command to love one another. Radical hospitality, when 
done well, can have a huge impact upon the spirit and 
life of a parish.  
 
It is obvious in the bible that Jesus frequently joined  
others for a meal. To the shock and dismay of the  
religious leaders he welcomed everyone‐ even the lost, 
the sinners, the ugly and the undesirable. He gave  
special a en on to those who were o en overlooked 
and ignored. He showed them dignity and respect, 
knowing and believing that we are all “children of God.” 
 
How can you foster the sense of hospitality and welcome 
in our parish? Can you introduce yourself to the person 
who is always si ng next to you in the pew at Mass?  
What would it take get to know them be er? Can you 
meet other parishioners a er Mass when coffee and  
donuts are offered? Can you hold someone else in your 
prayer?  
 
O en those who are visi ng our parish for the first me 
tell me that they feel automa cally welcomed. They  
describe our community as warm and friendly, instead of 
one that is cold and stuffy.  
 
I guess one way of looking at it is that all of us are on the 
Parish Welcoming Commi ee. Radical hospitality is not 
going to happen if it is assigned to just a handful of  
people.  

https://www.icsjparish.org/giving
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Calvin James Healy  
Baptized Sunday, April 28th 
James & Jacqueline Healy  

Noah Alexander Hellrung 
Baptized Saturday, April 27th 
Joseph and Izabella Hellrung  

Dominick Amalrag &  Elizabeth Abbs 
Married Saturday, April 27th 

St. Joseph Church 
Rev. Lawrence Lisowski presided  

Oliver Falcon Jewell 
 Baptized Saturday, April 27th 

Robert and Vanessa Jewell 
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The children from our parish, 
ICSJ Religious Education and School, 

receive Jesus in their First Holy Communion on Saturday 
May 4th, 2024. 



NEXT WEEKEND’S SECOND COLLECTION 

https://www.catholiccharities.net/give/fy24sp/
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https://www.catholiccharities.net/give/fy24sp/


https://www.catholicmhm.org/
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https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/659145680108/false#/invitation
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/1776368075/false#/invitation
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScyjGhFZpvqhZupV3ENMyNoAI4ryLYP0jX7t0UOjrTxR6t72g/viewform?usp=sf_link
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SCHOOL PAGE 

https://www.icsjschool.org/
https://www.icsjschool.org/apps/pages/totprogram
https://www.icsjschool.org/
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Mass Intentions 

week of May 4‐10 
 
  
Saturday, May 4 
5pm at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry McBrady: 
Mary Elizabeth Buttita 
 
Sunday, May 5 
8am at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
Lance Dent 
 
Sunday, May 5 
9:30am Mass at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
For the healing of Natalie Davies 
 
Sunday, May 5 
11am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry McBrady: 
For Ed Buczkowski on his 89th Birthday 
Earl Quinn 
 
Monday, May 6 
9am Mass at St. Joseph Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
Julie Reynolds Shaw 
 
Wednesday, May 8 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
Pat McNicholas 
 
Friday, May 10 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry McBrady: 
Jesse Scutchfield 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Consider taking advantage of celebra ng the Sacrament of Reconcilia on. Going to confession is great for 
one’s soul.  Receive the wonderful gi  of healing and peace that our God longs for us to have in our life.    

Contact Fr. Larry, at pastor@icsjparish.org, to schedule a me to meet. 

What is a 
Mass Intention? 
 

Immaculate Concep on and St. Joseph parish  
offers the possibility for you to request that a 
Mass be celebrated for a par cular inten on.  
Reques ng a Mass inten on means that you are 
asking that the grace of Christ’s sacrifice in his 
death and resurrec on be applied for a par cular 
purpose, for example, for a deceased person or a 
living person who is ill or in thanksgiving for a  
favor received. An inten on can also be made for 
an occasion of a birthday, anniversary or special 
need, or it can be directed to a cause, such as an 
increase of voca ons or respect for life.  
Usually, a single inten on is a ached to a given 
Mass. But it is also possible to gather several  
inten ons in one Mass with exactly the same 
effect.  
 
To request a Mass Inten on, please visit 
www.icsjparish.org/mass‐inten ons or call  
Angela at the parish office (312)787‐7174 ext 1. 
 

Prayer Request 
 

Every month, we receive dozens of prayer  
requests on our website. No ma er where you 
live in the world, you are invited to share your 
needs with those who have commi ed to pray 
on your behalf.  Please visit www.icsjparish.org/
the‐prayer‐connec on to submit a prayer  
Request. To join our ICSJ prayer ministry, email 
Angela at agore@icsjparish.org 

https://www.icsjparish.org/the-prayer-connection
https://www.icsjparish.org/mass-intentions
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https://www.icsjparish.org/mission


CHURCH NAMES AND ADDRESSES 

431800 St. Joseph Church  
1431 N. North Park Avenue 
Chicago, Il 60610 
TELEPHONE 312-787-7174 

*431800 should receive 125 bulletins throughout the summer months only
(this is a reduced amount from the contract amount of 200)

512102  Immaculate Conception Church   
1431 N. North Park Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60610 
TELEPHONE 312-944-1230 

*512102 should receive 250 bulletins throughout the summer months only
(this is a reduced amount from the contract amount of 400)

CONTACT PERSON 
agore@icsjparish.org 
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