
She said, “No. This part is usually done in silence. There 
might be some music in the background.”  

Then Martha dropped the other shoe. She con nued 
with, “Now Father, just to let you know we will have two 
‘catchers’ available. So everyone will be safe.” 

“Catchers?” I asked.  

“Yes. We have a couple of men assigned to catch anyone 
who might become ‘slain’ by the Spirit. Some people 
might begin speaking in tongues. Usually people get  
overwhelmed when the Holy Spirit descends upon them. 
O en, they begin to fall backwards.  

The guys are really good at catching them. They gently lay 
them down on the ground in the sanctuary. They haven’t 
missed anyone yet. When folks  come back to their senses 
a er a few minutes, the catchers help them back up and 
walk them to their pew.” 

“That’s good to know,” I said. 

When I heard about the charisma c catchers, I got  
nervous, and uncomfortable. I said, “Martha, I have to be 
honest with you. I don’t have that special gi . Nobody 
can drop when I place my hands on their heads. If they 
drop, then somebody will have to pick me up as well. If I 
see someone drop, I’m going to pass‐out too. I’m not that 
strong. You will need someone to catch me?” 

She laughed and said, “Don’t worry Father, you will be 
okay. The Holy Spirit would never hurt you.” 

The good news is that I made it through the Mass with no 
one dropping on me. Thank God! 

The bad news is that back then I was afraid that the Holy 
Spirit might show‐up, and work through me like never 
before. I was not fully open to what God might do. I 
quickly erected guardrails so that I would stay in my lane, 
and the Holy Spirit would stay in its lane.  
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“OKAY…NOBODY DROPS” 

I once served in a parish that had a very ac ve Catholic 
Charisma c Group that met every Monday night. The 
group consisted of about 30 very friendly and pious  
parishioners. They had their own personal chaplain who 
would faithfully come to the parish to hear their  
confessions and celebrate Mass for them.  

In the middle of one cold winter, the group leader,  
Martha, called me fran cally on a Monday morning. She 
told me that their priest was out sick with the flu, and 
asked if I could cover their evening Mass.  

I checked my calendar. Luckily, I was free. I told Martha 
that I would be glad to fill‐in. It would be a good  
opportunity to get to know the folks in the group. 

I then men oned to the Martha, “You know, I have to be 
honest. I never actually celebrated a ‘Charisma c Mass’ 
before. Can you tell me how it works? Is there something 
that I should know? Is there anything different?” 

She said, “Well Father, it’s just like a regular Mass. The 
only thing we do special is the healing service that takes 
place right a er your homily.” 

“How does that work?” I asked Martha. 

She said, “Everyone comes up to the altar, just like we do 
at communion me on Sunday, in a single‐file line. As 
each person comes up, you place your hands on top of 
their head. Then you call down the Holy Spirit, to come 
upon them, and fill them with healing and peace.” 

“That sounds easy enough,” I told Martha. Then I asked, 
“Do I have to say anything?” 
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Ironically, it is the Holy Spirit that has the power to set us 
free. We just have to trust, believe and be not afraid. If 
not, we will be spiritually paralyzed, and very limited. 
 
This Sunday we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost. We 
recall how the Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles, 
appearing as tongues of fire and with the sound of a  
driving wind. It’s all very drama c. 
 
The disciples were resuscitated by the Holy Spirit.  
Remember that they were hiding out of fear for their 
lives, feeling sorrow and guilt of not only losing Jesus but 
having abandoned and betrayed him. They were locked 
up in their own misery.  
 
It is the Holy Spirit that gives them new life. Their  
rela onships are restored, and the community is healed. 
They overcame their fear and return to their ministry. 
They are now free to go forth. The Holy Spirit supports 
and sustains them, empowering them with gi s for the 
good of the Church. 
 
The Spirit is present to us and con nues to be poured 
out upon us, to heal our wounds and give us new 
strength. We may not end up fain ng in Church, or 
speaking in tongues; but here are a few ways that we 
might experience the Holy Spirit at work. 
 
• When we pray for guidance and you receive  
   WISDOM, that is the gi  of the Spirit. 
 
• When you are tempted to do or say something  
   rash and you resist by saying a quick Hail Mary,  
   God’s Spirit of COUNSEL is giving you restraint. 
 
• When you are looking for credit for your  
   accomplishments, the FEAR OF THE LORD, reminds you 

that all your talents come from God. 
 
• When you are confused about what the Church  
   teaches on moral issues and a homily gives you  
 new insight, the Spirit is gran ng you          
KNOWLEDGE and UNDERSTANDING. 

 
• When you are at the end of your rope, but keep    
   persevering on faith, you are being filled with  
   FORTITUDE. 

• When you are feeling restless at Mass but a hymn  
   fills you with a sense of God’s love, the Spirit is  
   giving you PIETY. 
 
On this Pentecost Sunday... what do you need the Holy 
Spirit to bring you?  
 
Be not afraid of what you just might get! 

Joseph Lawrence Nance  
Baptized Sunday, May 12th 

David and Kelly Nance  
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Brian Graziose & Sarah Norman 
 Married Saturday, May 11th 

St. Joseph Church 
Rev. Lawrence Lisowski presided  

 Daniel Rivera & Katie Zara  
Married Saturday, May 11th 

St. Joseph Church 
Rev. Lawrence Lisowski presided  
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScyjGhFZpvqhZupV3ENMyNoAI4ryLYP0jX7t0UOjrTxR6t72g/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Mass Intentions 

week of May 18‐24 
 
Saturday, May 18 
5pm at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry McBrady: 
Alena Maria Pastore 
 
Sunday, May 19 
8am at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
Jim Lail 
 
Sunday, May 19 
9:30am Mass at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry McBrady: 
For the healing of Natalie Davies 
Angela Luckey 
Pasquale Lopardo 
Mildred Tortorello 
 
Sunday, May 19 
11am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
Jim Lail 
For Shan Abraham on his birthday 
Mary Lou Spitzer 
Alena Maria Pastore 
 
Monday, May 20 
9am Mass at St. Joseph Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
For the parishioners of our ICSJ parish community 
 
Wednesday, May 22 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
The Juandi and Martinez Family 
 
Friday, May 24 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
For the parishioners of our ICSJ parish community 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Consider taking advantage of celebra ng the Sacrament of Reconcilia on. Going to confession is great for 
one’s soul.  Receive the wonderful gi  of healing and peace that our God longs for us to have in our life.    

Contact Fr. Larry, at pastor@icsjparish.org, to schedule a me to meet. 

What is a 
Mass Intention? 
 

Immaculate Concep on and St. Joseph parish  
offers the possibility for you to request that a 
Mass be celebrated for a par cular inten on.  
Reques ng a Mass inten on means that you are 
asking that the grace of Christ’s sacrifice in his 
death and resurrec on be applied for a par cular 
purpose, for example, for a deceased person or a 
living person who is ill or in thanksgiving for a  
favor received. An inten on can also be made for 
an occasion of a birthday, anniversary or special 
need, or it can be directed to a cause, such as an 
increase of voca ons or respect for life.  
Usually, a single inten on is a ached to a given 
Mass. But it is also possible to gather several  
inten ons in one Mass with exactly the same 
effect.  
 
To request a Mass Inten on, please visit 
www.icsjparish.org/mass‐inten ons or call  
Angela at the parish office (312)787‐7174 ext 1. 
 

Prayer Request 
 

Every month, we receive dozens of prayer  
requests on our website. No ma er where you 
live in the world, you are invited to share your 
needs with those who have commi ed to pray 
on your behalf.  Please visit www.icsjparish.org/
the‐prayer‐connec on to submit a prayer  
Request. To join our ICSJ prayer ministry, email 
Angela at agore@icsjparish.org 

https://www.icsjparish.org/the-prayer-connection
https://www.icsjparish.org/mass-intentions
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CHURCH NAMES AND ADDRESSES 

431800 St. Joseph Church  
1431 N. North Park Avenue 
Chicago, Il 60610 
TELEPHONE 312-787-7174 

*431800 should receive 125 bulletins throughout the summer months only
(this is a reduced amount from the contract amount of 200)

512102  Immaculate Conception Church   
1431 N. North Park Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60610 
TELEPHONE 312-944-1230 

*512102 should receive 250 bulletins throughout the summer months only
(this is a reduced amount from the contract amount of 400)

CONTACT PERSON 
agore@icsjparish.org 
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