
 

 

Hundreds of baby penguins bravely dove off a massive 50
‐foot cliff for their first‐ever swim in the icy ocean waters  
below. It’s called fledging, when they take their first 
swim.  
 
Normally, they just jump off some sea ice that is only one 
or two feet high. But the place they chose to enter was 
totally different‐ it was much more difficult and a lot 
more dangerous. Scien sts are guessing that this has  
never done before.”  
 
“That sounds amazing,” Teddy said with curiosity growing 
in his voice. 
 
“The best part was when they got to the very edge of the 
cliff. There was this brief pause as they scope things out. 
They inched to the ledge, looking straight down into the 
icy waters. 
 
It seemed like they were also looking at one another to 
see who wanted to be the first to jump.  
 
Suddenly one brave chick leaps out. He flaps his helpless 
wings on the way down and lands in the water with a 
huge splash. The rest of his buddies on the cliff are  
scanning the water to see if he made it. A few seconds 
later you see the penguin pop up and safely swim along.” 
 
“That is neat,” Teddy said. 
 
“Yes. As you watch the video, it looks like the penguins 
were wondering, ‘Okay…Who’s next?’ Then another guy 
takes off. Slowly one by one, they take this great leap of 
faith.” 
 
“Sounds like you got a good story for a homily,” Teddy 
said. 
 
“I do. I think many folks can really relate to having to take 
that leap of faith in their life. Some mes, we have to be  
the first one to take a big risk. Some mes we’re not  
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“Hey, did you watch the news last night?”  
 
That’s what I asked Teddy Merkle, my life‐long friend 
from childhood. 
 
“No. I was at a soccer game with my grandson. What did I 
miss?” he asked. 
 
“Well, I was watching the news with Fr. McBrady, and 
there was a really neat story about baby penguins in  
Antarc ca?” 
 
“Really?” Teddy said. I no ced a frown forming on his 
face. I could tell that somewhere in the back of his mind 
he was wondering why I just brought up the topic of baby 
penguins. Usually I have a couple of stupid dad jokes to 
share with him whenever we meet.  
 
“Yes. It was a fantas c story. You should google it. There’s 
amazing footage from the folks at Na onal Geographic. 
They captured something for the first me on film.   
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older sister, Gwen 

exactly sure how things are going to work out for us, but  
we pray and hope for the best‐ like star ng a new job, or  
moving to a new city, or ending a rela onship and 
star ng a new one. Talk about surrendering totally!” 
 
“Yes, Father,” Teddy said. “But I think there’s more to 
your story.” 
 
“Like what?” I asked. 
 
“Well, from my experience, when it comes to making a 
leap of faith, it’s not just once in our life, but we may  
actually have to make a bunch of them, over and over 
again.” 
 
I complimented him with, “You’re right.” 
 
Teddy con nued, “For example, parents take leaps of 
faith all the me ‐like when their kids are born; when 
they grow up to be teenagers; when they move away to 
college; when they have to make a bunch of decisions for 
them that hopefully turn out to be good ones.” 
 
“You’re right.” I said again. 
 
Then, Teddy got really deep on me. He said, “Father, I 
bet you made a ton of ‘leaps of faith’ in your life. I bet 
you took a leap of faith on the day you were ordained.  
You certainly didn’t know everything about priesthood 
when you were 25 years old. I bet you s ll don’t know  
everything about priesthood even now at 65. The Church 
has changed and life con nues to be full of surprises. 
Leaps of faith happen all the me.  
 
What I have learned is to expect to be brought to the 
edge of the cliff, and to hope you have enough courage 
and faith to jump.  
 
You know, Father, remember this, if the penguins don’t 
jump into the ocean, they will die of starva on. They 
have to go into the water to be fed.” 
 
“Right,” I said. “I guess some mes there is no other 
choice than to just jump.” 
 
“Yep,” Teddy said. “But make sure that when you preach 
your homily, remind folks that even the penguins knew 
that God was with them. We are never on our own!” 
 

Roman James Macke 
Baptized Saturday, April 13 
Ryan and Cassady Macke 

I appreciated Teddy’s simple advice.  Then I wondered... 
when God rolled the stone away from the tomb for Jesus, 
was he asking his son to make a leap of faith? 
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Do you want to help make one of the most  
important days in people's lives so special? Looking 
to give back to our church? If the answer is yes, 
then think about being a Wedding Co‐Sacristan.  
 
You will not regret playing such a beau ful role. 
Each wedding necessitates just a two hour   
commitment, mostly on Saturday a ernoon.  
 
Come join the team and sign‐up as you are  
available. Our parish hosts about 40 weddings a 
year and this is a major ministry at ICSJ. It's fun, 
easy, and so meaningful. This is a great opportunity 
to experience love and hope in our world. Please 
contact Kevin for more informa on:  
koconnell@icsjparish.org  

https://www.catholiccharities.net/events/blossoms-of-hope-brunch-2024/
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https://www.amazon.com/baby-reg/baby-arakaza-june-2024-chicago/3CSFTTZCLY97
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SCHOOL PAGE 

https://www.icsjschool.org/
https://www.icsjschool.org/
https://www.icsjschool.org/apps/pages/totprogram
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https://www.icsjparish.org/giving
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Mass Intentions 

week of April 20‐26 
 
 
Saturday, April 20 
5pm at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry McBrady: 
For the healing of Natalie Davies 
 
Sunday, April 21 
8am at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
Jim Lail 
 
Sunday, April 21 
9:30am Mass at Immaculate Conception with  
Fr. Larry McBrady: 
Ignacio Cordova Jr. 
 
Sunday, April 21 
11am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
Jim Lail 
 
Monday, April 22 
9am Mass at St. Joseph Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
Michael Murphy 
 
Wednesday, April 24 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry Lisowski: 
For the well‐being of Monica Lyons 
 
Friday, April 26 
9am Mass at St. Joseph with Fr. Larry McBrady: 
David James Keefe 
Jane Kennedy 
 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Consider taking advantage of celebra ng the Sacrament of Reconcilia on. Going to confession is great for 
one’s soul.  Receive the wonderful gi  of healing and peace that our God longs for us to have in our life.    

Contact Fr. Larry, at pastor@icsjparish.org, to schedule a me to meet. 

What is a 
Mass Intention? 
 

Immaculate Concep on and St. Joseph parish  
offers the possibility for you to request that a 
Mass be celebrated for a par cular inten on.  
Reques ng a Mass inten on means that you are 
asking that the grace of Christ’s sacrifice in his 
death and resurrec on be applied for a par cular 
purpose, for example, for a deceased person or a 
living person who is ill or in thanksgiving for a  
favor received. An inten on can also be made for 
an occasion of a birthday, anniversary or special 
need, or it can be directed to a cause, such as an 
increase of voca ons or respect for life.  
Usually, a single inten on is a ached to a given 
Mass. But it is also possible to gather several  
inten ons in one Mass with exactly the same 
effect.  
 
To request a Mass Inten on, please visit 
www.icsjparish.org/mass‐inten ons or call  
Angela at the parish office (312)787‐7174 ext 1. 
 

Prayer Request 
 

Every month, we receive dozens of prayer  
requests on our website. No ma er where you 
live in the world, you are invited to share your 
needs with those who have commi ed to pray 
on your behalf.  Please visit www.icsjparish.org/
the‐prayer‐connec on to submit a prayer  
Request. To join our ICSJ prayer ministry, email 
Angela at agore@icsjparish.org 

https://www.icsjparish.org/the-prayer-connection
https://www.icsjparish.org/mass-intentions
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https://www.icsjparish.org/mission


CHURCH NAMES AND ADDRESSES 

431800 St. Joseph Church  
1431 N. North Park Avenue 
Chicago, Il 60610 
TELEPHONE 312-787-7174 

*431800 should receive 125 bulletins throughout the summer months only
(this is a reduced amount from the contract amount of 200)

512102  Immaculate Conception Church   
1431 N. North Park Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60610 
TELEPHONE 312-944-1230 

*512102 should receive 250 bulletins throughout the summer months only
(this is a reduced amount from the contract amount of 400)

CONTACT PERSON 
agore@icsjparish.org 
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